SRI AUROBINDO AND THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE

In the society envisaged by the religion of the future, the
gnostic society, as it may be called, such a state of things is
unthinkable. From the sketch of this society which Sri Auro-
bindo has given13, it is perfectly clear that the very possibility
of any clash between individuals is absolutely unthinkable.
"One in self with all", he says, "the supramental being will seek
the delight of self-manifestation of the Spirit in himself, but
equally the delight of the Divine in all, he will have the cosmic
joy and will be a power for bringing the bliss of the spirit, the
joy of being to others ; for their joy will be part of his own joy of
existence. To be occupied with the good of all beings, to make
the joy and grief of others one's own has been described as a sign
of the liberated and fulfilled spiritual man. The supramental
being will have no need for that of an altruistic self-effacement,
since this occupation will be intimate to his self-fulfilment, the
fulfilment of the One in all, and there will be no contradiction or
strife between his own good and the good of others: nor will he
have any need to acquire a universal sympathy by subjecting
himself to the joys and griefs of creatures in the Ignorance ; his
cosmic sympathy will be part of his inborn truth of being and
not dependent on a personal participation in the lesser joy and
suffering; it will transcend what 'it embraces and in that
transcendence will be its power. His feeling of universality, his
action of universality will be always a spontaneous state and
natural movement, an automatic expression of the Truth, an act
of the joy of the spirit's self-existence".

An act of the joy of the spirit's self-existence! This is, in
fact, the transformation which occurs when Man passes into
Superman. The conscious effort which in the human stage is
required to make man seek the good of others is changed into a
pure joy of being, an undiluted dwnda, when the transition from
Man to Superman takes place. This transition may be described
briefly as one from duty to ananda. Kant is perfectly right when
he says that the categorical imperative or the unconditional law
of duty can alone make us men. But he is wrong in thinking
that no higher state can be conceived than what is pictured in
the notion of unconditional obedience to the moral law. No
matter how essential this notion may be at the human stage of
evolution, it becomes an anachronism when the boundary is
crossed which separates man from the superman. Then duty
becomes a pure dnanda, obedience to the moral law is then
transformed into a sheer joy of existence.

^Ibid., Vol. II, Part II, p. 1041.
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